Historical Events in Higher Education
1) 1636 – Harvard founded 

2) 1793-University of North Carolina founded; first public university (opening access to higher education

3) 1818 – University of Virginia founded under the guidance of Thomas Jefferson:  Jefferson wanted the curriculum to focus on the “popular and practical” subjects, deviating from the Harvard curriculum of “letters and religion”.  Citation:  

Rudolph, F.  (1962).  The American college & university.  Athens, GA:  The University of Georgia Press.
4) 1828-Yale Report:  reaffirmed the old order of what a college should be, liberal education…to educate young leaders and founders of future colleges and the clergy to become university presidents; encouraged continued teaching of the old curriculum…the letters, Greek, Latin, humanities, soft sciences; dissuaded reform in the curriculum toward more practical courses and knowledge generation; would be influential for the next 100 years; turn of the 1900 century before reform of the curriculum and the purpose of the university would be re-evaluated; the Yale Report was so strong, Beliot College referenced in their catalogue as the model for their curriculum and operation; although the Yale Report was simply a reiteration of old ideas, in 1829 it was published in The American Journal of Science and Art as an original document designed to guide the future of the university curriculum and operation; long-lasting effect; negated progress in higher education for 100 years; stifled new ways of knowledge generation and teaching; did this stifling retard the growth of the US in relation to the European countries, especially those modeling their higher education on the German model of intense research??
5) 1837-Oberlin College; first to admit females for co-education; first to graduate females in 1841.  Citation:  Rudolph, F.  (1962).  The American college & university.  Athens, GA:  The University of Georgia Press.

6) 1862-Morrill Act I; establishment of “land grant” colleges to provided agricultural and mechanical education; also provided education for farmers, middle class workers, and the industrial classes who did not realize that the changing face of American required that their manual skills be advanced and honed; arguably the most important act in changing the nation’s perception of college; it also assisted in designating uses for the public lands; encouraged people to settle and create townships within reasonable range of their homesteads; created business opportunities as the country continued its westward expansion; helped to erase the perception established in part by the Yale Report that a college education is only for those of suitable background; helped make access a reality for all whites. Citation:  Rudolph, F.  (1962).  The American college & university.  Athens, GA:  The University of Georgia Press.

7) 1876-Johns Hopkins University founded; first university dedicated to research in the German model; birthplace of the research university of today.  Citation:  Johns Hopkins University, (2008).  A brief history of Jhu.  Retrieved March 9, 2008, from Johns Hopkins web site:  www.jhu.edu
8) 1890-Morrill II:  withheld federal appropriations from states that denied access to a land grant college based on race, unless a separate institution was made available for minorities; fundamental in the growth of HBCUs; note, separate institutions, not equal!!  Also, Morrill elicited the objection from the private colleges (Princeton, Columbia, Yale) of federal subsidizing of the land grant colleges.  However, soon, America would embrace the idea of the older, private colleges being relegated to generating their own financial support. 
9) 1901-Founding of  Jolliet Junior College in Jolliet, Illinois; made college accessable to lower income families; made college accessible to students who could not or would not move away; college was in the community for the community; founded by Brown and Harper (president of University of Chicago) as a way to provide the academic equivalent of the first 2 years of the 4-year college for students who did not want to leave their community; in the years following WWI and WWII, JJC added programs of certification and industrial training to meet the need of not only returning vets, but the community in which they lived, an example of the mission of the current community college; although in 1893 under the leadership of Baylor president J. M. Carroll, the two-year college had been visualized, the institutions were private and worked in concert with Baylor to accommodate transfer students for subsequent graduation; Jolliet, an experiment to accommodate local high school graduates, provided free instruction until the mid 1910s.
10) 1944-GI Bill:  changed the face of the tradition college and university enrollment; returning WWI vets were afforded the opportunity to attend college/acquire homes at little or no cost.  Not only was this of dramatic importance in federal funding of higher education, it exponentially changed the patterns of enrollment for the next 50 years; as older vets realized the opportunity and benefits of a college education, their off spring become second generation students who might not have valued or been able to attend college.  
11) 1964-Civil Rights Act:  instrumental in removing segregation from schools, hiring practices, and housing; provided civil rights for all races and contained amendment including gender; opened college for entire population of people previously denied access before; the Act resulted in peoples of all colors being placed in a assumed environment of safety to exchange ideas and contribute to the generation of knowledge; while it is assumed this outcome did occur, in some instances, it could equally be argued that the desegregation of high education reinforced racists views in others; while a pivotal point in higher education, it was merely a tiny crack in the dam of unequal treatment of minorities which had to begin somewhere.
12) 1965-Higher Education Act:  in conjunction with the CRA, provided the means necessary for low-income, low socioeconomic students to attend college; creation of the Federal College Work Study program and the Basic Education Opportunity Grant provided grant and self-help means for millions of students who previously could not afford to attend college; as with the GI Bill, exponentially expanded the number of students who would enter college in the 1980s and 1990s (Tidal Waves I and II) as second generation students.

