Doctoral Qualifying Exams
Program in Higher Education
Fall 2009

Directions:
Read the questions carefully and organize your answer before beginning to write.

Responses to each question should be concise but not terse. Your response should demonstrate your familiarity with the major works on each topic.

Support your response to each question by citing, as appropriate, the research and theoretical literature on higher education.

Format and citations should be consistent with APA Style Manual 5 or 6.
All responses should be double spaced. 
Begin each question on a new sheet so that the pages containing the answer to each question can be stapled together as a separate package and distributed to the readers.  
The paper should be word processed and printed and an electronic file in Word and submitted via email attachment no later than 3 p.m. Friday, November 13, 2009. A cover sheet with the title of the exam and your name should be added to each section of the exam. Other pages should not include your name.  The cover page will be removed and the exam will be graded anonymously. 
The file may be submitted to Turnitin or other software for review of original work.
Part One
Historical, Theoretical, and Philosophical Foundations 
of Higher Education
Responses to each question in this section should be eight to ten pages in length, not including references.

Question A.
The Yale Report of 1828 is an early discussion by faculty of the undergraduate curriculum and thus the purpose of the bachelor’s degree.  The discussion has continued into the twentieth and twenty-first centuries as illustrated by the President’s Commission on Higher Education Report in 1947, by the debates about the liberal arts curriculum in the 1980s, and the Spelling’s Commission Report A Test of Leadership in 2006. The suggestion by some scholars is that the liberal arts as the purpose or end of the bachelor’s degree has evolved into the practical arts as the purpose of the bachelor’s degree.  For example,

Academic year 1969-1970 was the last year in which a majority of Ameri9can four-year college and university students graduated from arts and science fields. In 1985-1986 nearly two-thirds of degrees were awarded in occupational professional fields. In 1997-98, more than 58 percent of bachelors’ degrees were awarded in occupational fields. (Brint, 2002, p. 232)

[Brint, Steven. (Ed.). (2002). The future of the city of intellect: The Changing American University. Stanford: CA: Stanford University Press.]
Given your reading and study of higher education and this issue:

1.1.
Identify and briefly describe what you conclude to be the major pro and con factors that accompany the liberal arts and the practical arts degree ends.  

1.2.
What do you conclude to be the potential implications or outcomes of each position (i.e. pro and con positions) in terms of the individual learner and in terms of the society? 

1.3.
Given this dichotomy of two different ends, what do you conclude to be the limitations, if any, of conceptualizing the purpose of a bachelor’s degree in such terms? 

Question B. 
American higher education has been described as evolving from elite to mass to universal in its appeal. Describe this historical evolution, identifying significant events and social forces that shaped American higher education.  Be sure to indicate how the characteristics of higher education institutions changed in response to the events and social forces that you identify.
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