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Introduction

e secondary data:

e data gathered by government agencies & other
organizations

¢ variety of topics
e all educational levels

e much is accessible online
e PDF, CSV, XLS, DOC, etc.




Benefits of Secondary Data Analysis

® save time, expense

e larger databases

¢ longitudinal data

e produces relevant, practical research
e useful for practitioners, policy-makers

e replication




Things to Think About...

e methodology

¢ limitations

® purpose

¢ audience

e documentation

e data modification

accessibility




How to Use Secondary Data

e class assighments
e practice statistical analyses
e replicate research studies (publication)

¢ longitudinal studies




Sources for Secondary Data:
Where to Start?

e use the “Agency Approach”

e what government agencies or private organizations would
use this data?

¢ good places to start looking...

e U.S. Statistical Abstract

e UNT Libraries guide to statistical sources
e |exis Nexis Statistical Insight Database

e Data.gov
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UNT Libraries’ Statistical Resources Guide

o http://www.library.unt.edu/govinfo/browse-topics/statistics
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Data.gov

e http://www.data.gov/catalog/raw

e raw data catalog searchable by topic or agency

= An Official Web Site of the United States Government Thursday, August 19, 2010 Text: A* A=A  Share [

QL DATA cov CYery——

EMPOWERING PEOPLE

HOME DATA v+ TOOLS COMM METRICS DIALOGUE GALLERY WHAT'S NEW

Data.gov Catalogs

Use the Data.gov catalog below to access U.S. Federal Executive Branch datasets. Click on the name of a dataset to view additional

metadata for that dataset. By accessing the data catalogs, you agree to the Data Policy. Data.gov offers data in three ways: through the

"raw" data catalog, using tools and through the geodata catalog. The "Raw" Data Catalog provides an instant download of machine e
readable, platform-independent datasets while the Tools Catalog provides hyperlinks which may lead to agency tools or agency web pages CATALDG
that allow you to mine datasets.

“RAW” DATA CATALOG TOOL CATALOG

Search "raw” data by keywords Search "raw” data by file type

EN . ® CsvTed® KvUkvz®  Stapetc® ROF @ O @

Search "raw” data by single/multiple category Search "raw” data by single/multiple agency

™ Al Categories ™ Al Agencies (
O Agriculture O Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (HHS/AHRQ) ‘

R
O Arts, DA/AMS) =
) i k9 sEArcH

Page 1 of 70 (1,731 records) (3@ 112131415/61718]19]10 BEY Results per page: 25 | 50 | 100

Name (click for metadata and to rate dataset) Rating Agency XML CSVITXT KMLU/KMZ Shapefile RDF Other

Formal Enforcement Actions Fiscal Year 2009
The annual data tables contained in this document provide summarv statistics on the - dr SIS, [N



More Sources for Secondary Data

websites, government agencies, and organizations
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NSF (National Science Foundation

e Science & Engineering Indicators

e Academic Institutional Profiles
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BEGIN

Rank Institution
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1U. TX Austin
2. MI Ann Arbor
3U. CA, Berkeley
4U. MN Twin Cities
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6U. IL Urbana-Champaian
7/PA State U. main campus
8/OH State U. main campus
9U. WI Madison
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some narrowing marginally.
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the same over these grades.
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Bureau of Labor Statistics
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State-Level Data Sources
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Texas State Data Center

Texas State Data Center and
Office of the State Demographer

— e e

The Texas State Data Center and Office of the State Demographer, in cooperation with a network of affiliates /!", functions as a focal point for the distributic
of Census information for Texas. The Center also di: i ion estimates and projections for Texas, as well as other information from the federa
government, state government, and other sources.
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Window on State Government:
Compendium of Texas Socioeconomic Data

e http://www.window.state.tx.us/ecodata/compendiumA
e community colleges
e other institutions of higher education
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Compendium of Texas Socioeconomic Data

Cities
- com-pén-di-um:

Updated April 18, 2008 a collection of concise but

The city file (xIs) contains 29 data elements for 1,203 Texas cities. detailed information about a

particular subject... esp. one

systematically gathered..

I | (Oxford American

e Employment and Unemployment Dictionaries)

* Population

* Taxable Sales, Sales Tax Allocations and Sales Tax Rate Changes

Counties
Updated April 25, 2008

The county file (xIs) contains 58 data elements for each of Texas' 254 counties.
Population
Employment and Unemployment
Personal Income
Agricultural Cash Receipts
Oil and Gas Production and Well Counts
Taxable Sales, Sales Tax Allocations and Sales Tax Rate Changes
Property Values
State Expenditures
Community Colleges and Institutions of Higher Education




International Data Sources




International Statistics

Statistical Yearbook (United Nations)
e in print @ UNT Libraries
e HA12.5.U65

Census Bureau: International Data Base (IDB)
e http://www.census.gov/ipc/www/idb/

Foreign Statistical Agencies (by country)

e http://www.library.unt.edu/govinfo/browse-topics/statistics/
foreign-statistical-agencies/

International Statistical Agencies

o http://www.library.unt.edu/govinfo/browse-topics/statistics/
international-statistical-agencies/

Compendiums of International Statistics

o http://www.library.unt.edu/govinfo/browse-topics/statistics/
foreign-and-international-statistics-general-compilations/




Need More Help?

Ask Us!

Government Documents Department

e UNT Libraries
e govinfo@unt.edu
e 940.565.2870

Starr Hoffman, Dept. Head

e starr.hoffman@unt.edu
e 940.565.4150

this presentation available at:
e http://geekyartistlibrarian.wordpress.com/




